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Water Safety Procedure

National Quality Standard 2.3 Regulation 168 (2) (a) (iii)

Rationale:
This procedure ensures every reasonable precaution is taken when children are engaging in or near water-based

experiences. It provides educators with updated guidance to ensure children's safety around water, including water
play, excursions, and indoor environments.

Definitions:
Water Hazard: Any item or area that can hold 5cm or more of water and fit a child’s nose and mouth.

Adequate Supervision: Active, focused, and purposeful observation within arm’s reach (1-2m), enabling immediate
response.

Policy Statement:

We are committed to:
- Providing safe, supervised water-based learning experiences.

- Embedding water safety awareness in the curriculum.
- Promoting sustainable water use and cultural respect for water.
Procedures:

1. Risk Assessment:
- Conduct risk assessments for all water play and excursions involving water.

- Consider children's age, ability, and behavior.
- Include cultural and environmental factors.

2. Water Receptacles:
- Water troughs and containers must not exceed 30cm in depth.

- Empty and store all water containers immediately after use.

- Store vessels inverted or unplugged to prevent water collection.
3. Water Courses:

- Must not exceed 30cm in depth.

- Ensure proper drainage and regular cleaning of drains.



4. Indoor Hazards:
- Restrict access to laundry and kitchen areas when unattended.

- Never leave sinks or washing machines filled or plugged when unattended.
- Secure pet bowls, aquariums, and other indoor water sources.

5. Excursions:
- Complete a risk assessment before seeking parental consent.

- Maintain supervision and correct adult-child ratios.

6. Supervision:
- Children must never be left unattended around water.

- Staff must be within arm’s reach and actively observing.
- At least one staff member must hold current first aid and CPR certification.

7. Cultural and Sustainability Considerations:
- Embed Aboriginal perspectives on water conservation.

- Encourage children to use water responsibly.

Roles and Responsibilities:

- Staff must comply with this policy and the Preschool Water Safety Procedure.
- Report hazards via IRMS and notify others in the vicinity.

- Review and update risk assessments regularly.

Related Policies and Guidelines:
- Preschool Water Safety Procedure

- Camps and Excursions Guidelines
- DfE Early Childhood Outdoor Learning Environments Vision

Policy Review:

Governing Council and staff will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and revise as required (at least once every
three years).
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“Noted changes:

1. Alignment with current NQS (National Quality Standards) and Regulation 162 (2) (a) (iii)
2. Inclusion of indoor water hazards and cultural/sustainability considerations.
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